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Outline

• Background on private well water in Maine

• Health impacts of common contaminants

• New regulations: LD 493

• Available resources from Maine CDC

• Next steps
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Private Well Water in Maine

• 53% of Mainers get their drinking water from a private 
well

• Highest rate of well water reliance in the U.S.

• Lots of naturally occurring contamination

• Arsenic > Guideline (Maximum Contaminant Limit) in 
~10% of wells

• Uranium, manganese, radon, fluoride also often > 
Guideline

• Unlike public water, no regulations

• Property owners are responsible for testing private wells 
to ensure water quality is good Source: Maine Tracking Network

data.mainepublichealth.gov/tracking
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Arsenic:
• Cancers (skin, bladder, liver, lung)
• Cardiovascular disease
• Children: Developmental delays, lowered IQ, low 

birthweight
Uranium:
• Decrease in kidney function
• Cancers at high levels
Fluoride:
• Permanent damage to tooth enamel
• Skeletal fluorosis: increased risk of bone fracture
• Children: Lowered IQ at high levels

Health Impacts of Common Well Water Contaminants

Radon:
• Lung cancer (inhaled)
• Stomach cancer (ingested)
Manganese:
• Parkinson’s-like impacts
• Children: Memory and behavior impacts
PFAS:
• Increased cholesterol levels
• Kidney, testicular cancer
• Hypertension, pre-eclampsia in 

pregnancy
• Children: Decreased immune response to 

vaccines, decreased infant/fetal growth
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This law makes 4 changes to existing private well water 
testing requirements:

1. Expands the uniform testing recommendations to include 
PFAS (§2660-T)

2. Expands landlord testing requirements from just arsenic to 
all analytes specified in the uniform testing 
recommendations, including PFAS (§2660-Y)

3. Requires disclosure of PFAS test results at property transfer

4. Sets conditions for the expanded landlord testing: PFAS 
testing must be completed no later than January 1, 2027, 
and conducted through a laboratory certified or accredited 
by the State, using methods approved by the U.S. EPA.

New Regulations: LD 493
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Title 22 MRSA §2660-T: Uniform testing requirements 

• Adds PFAS to the list of 
contaminants or properties 
included in the Department’s 
uniform testing recommendations

• Other included contaminants: 
arsenic, bacteria, nitrates/nitrites, 
lead, uranium, manganese, 
fluoride, radon
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Title 22 MRSA §2660-Y: Landlord well water testing

• Expands landlord testing 
requirements from just arsenic to 
the full uniform testing 
recommendations list – including 
PFAS

• Maintains existing requirements:

• Testing every 5 years

• Use of a certified/accredited lab

• Notification to tenants within 10 
days
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Requirements for property transfers

• Expands existing residential 
property disclosure 
requirements to include a water 
test that detected PFAS
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Conditions for expanded landlord testing

• Sets deadline for expanded PFAS 
testing by landlords to be 
completed no later than January 
1, 2027

• Establishes that testing shall be 
conducted by a certified/ 
accredited lab using analytical 
methods approved by U.S. EPA to 
quantify PFAS
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• Tip Sheets
• Videos 
• Webinar trainings

Maine CDC Resources
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List of Accredited Labs

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/sites/maine.gov.dhhs.mecdc/files/CommercialListMaineLabs.pdf
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What to Do if You Find a Problem

• Review tip sheets at 
wellwater.maine.gov

• Call our toll-free consultation 
line: 1-866-292-3474

• Explore the MaineHousing
Well Water Abatement 
Program

• Grants for landlords of 
dwellings with 4+ units

• Grants for landlords at/below 
120% of Area Median Income 
(AMI)
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What’s next?

• In the next few months, Maine CDC will begin rulemaking to adopt 
the new requirements laid out by LD 493 into Maine CDC’s rules

• This will include opportunities for public comment, including a public meeting

• New Maine CDC activities as a result of LD 493:
• A new Environmental Specialist III position funded within the Environmental 

Health Program to support rulemaking as well as ongoing outreach and 
education efforts

• Updates to educational materials to reflect changes to testing 
recommendations
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Rebecca Lincoln, Sc.D.
Manager, Environmental Health Program

rebecca.lincoln@maine.gov

Questions?


