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Acronyms
NFIP — National Flood Insurance Program
FIRM - Flood Insurance Rate Map
DFIRM - Digital Flood Insurance Rate Map
FIRMette — a small area of the FIRM, official effective data
SFHA - Special Flood Hazard Area
NFHL — National Flood Hazard Layer — the GIS file name for digital flood data
Q3 — digitized FIRMs, not complete
BFE — Base Flood Elevation
FIS — Flood Insurance Study
LOMC — Letter of Map Change, includes the following:
LOMA - Letter of Map Amendment, applicable to a parcel or structure on natural ground
LOMR - Letter of Map Revision, changes to flood zone, BFE, or flood hazard boundary line
LOMA-F — Letter of Map Amendment based on Fill, where fill was placed to raise the elevation
CLOMR - Conditional Letter of Map Revision based on engineering plans to remove property from the SFHA
CLOMR-F - Conditional Letter of Map Revision based on Fill
SOMA — Summary of Map Actions, a report that identifies whether existing LOMCs will remain in effect or be
superseded
LAG - Lowest Adjacent Grade

Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Flood Zones

1% Annual Chance Flood — 100 year event
A — Approximate study, no BFE

AE — Detailed study with BFE

AO, AH — Areas of shallow flooding, sheet flow, or ponding
VE — Velocity zone associated with ocean waves, with BFE

X — outside mapped flood hazard area

X shaded - .2% Annual Chance Flood, 500-year event
Floodway — Channel of a river where flood risk is highest
CBRS — Coastal Barrier Resource System, USFW designated habitat areas, no flood insurance available
OPA — Otherwise Protected Area, similar to CBRS

LiMWA — Limit of Moderate Wave Action, Coastal A zone

Mapping Phases

Preliminary Map —intended for community review, public viewing

Pending Map — Once FEMA set the final map date, maps move from “Preliminary” to “Pending, due to become
effective within 6 months

Final Map —effective FIRM
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LAW WITHOUT

SIGNATURE 5 8 5
APRIL 2, 2024 PUBLIC LAW
STATE OF MAINE
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD

TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FOUR

S.P. 863 - L.D. 2035

An Act Regarding Disclosure of Flood Risk by Sellers of Real Estate

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 33 MRSA §173, sub-§5, as amended by PL 2017, c. 181, §2, is further
amended to read:

5. Known defects. Any known defects; and

Sec. 2. 33 MRSA §173, sub-§6, B, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 181, §3, is amended
to read:

B. Any means other than a public way, in which case the seller shall disclose
information about who is responsible for maintenance of the means of access, including
any responsible road association, if known by the seller-; and

Sec. 3. 33 MRSA §173, sub-§7 is enacted to read:

7. Flood hazard. Information regarding potential flood risks. including:

A. Whether. at the time the seller provides the information to the purchaser. the
property is located wholly or partly within an area of special flood hazard mapped on
the effective flood insurance rate map issued by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency on or after March 4. 2002: the federally designated flood zone for the property
indicated on that flood insurance rate map: and a copy of the relevant panel of that
flood insurance rate map. For the purposes of this paragraph. "area of special flood
hazard" has the same meaning as in Title 38. section 436-A. subsection 1-C:

B. Whether. during the time that the prospective seller has owned the property:

(1) Anv flood events affected the property or a structure on the property:

(2) Any flood-related damage to a structure occurred on the property:

(3)_Any flood insurance claims were filed for a structure on the property and. if
so. the date of each claim: and

(4) Any past disaster-related aid was provided related to the property or a structure
on the property from federal. state or local sources for the purposes of flood
recovery and. if so. the date of each payment: and
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C. For the purposes of this subsection. "flood" means:

(1) A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of
normally drv areas from:

(a) The overflow of inland or tidal waters: or

(b) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from anv
source: or

(2) The collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or other body of
water as a result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water

exceeding anticipated cyclical levels or suddenly caused by an unusually high
water level in a natural body of water. accompanied by a severe storm or by an

unanticipated force of nature. such as a flash flood or an abnormal tidal surge. or
by some similarly unusual and unforeseeable event that results in flooding as
described in subparagraph (1). division (a).

Sec. 4. 33 MRSA §193, sub-§3, §B, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 142, §2, is amended
to read:

B. Any means other than a public way, in which case the seller shall disclose
information about who is responsible for maintenance of the means of access, including
any responsible road association, if known by the seller; and

Sec. 5. 33 MRSA §193, sub-§4 is enacted to read:

4. Flood hazard. Information regarding potential flood risks. including:

A. Whether. at the time the seller provides the information to the purchaser. the
property is located wholly or partly within an area of special flood hazard mapped on
the effective flood insurance rate map issued by the Federal Emergency Management

Agency on or after March 4, 2002: the federally designated flood zone for the property
indicated on that flood insurance rate map: and a copy of the relevant panel of that

flood insurance rate map. For the purposes of this paragraph. "area of special flood
hazard" has the same meaning as in Title 38. section 436-A. subsection 1-C:

B. Whether, during the time that the prospective seller has owned the property:

(1) Anv flood events affected the property or a structure on the property:

(2) Any flood-related damage to a structure occurred on the property:

(3) Any flood insurance claims were filed for a structure on the property and. if
so. the date of each claim: and

(4) Any past disaster-related aid was provided related to the property or a structure
on the property from federal, state or local sources for the purposes of flood
recovery and. if so. the date of each pavment: and

C. For the purposes of this subsection. "flood" means:

(1) A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of
normally drv areas from:

(a) The overflow of inland or tidal waters: or
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(b) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any\
source: or

(2) The collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or other body of

water as a result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water
exceedine anticipated cvclical levels or suddenly caused by an unusually high

water level in a natural body of water, accompanied by a severe storm or by an
unanticipated force of nature. such as a flash flood or an abnormal tidal surge. or
by some similarlv unusual and unforeseeable event that results in flooding as

described in subparagraph (1). division (a).
Sec. 6. 33 MRSA §194 is enacted to read:

§194. Delivery and time of disclosure; cancellation of contract

1. Definition. As used in this section, "flood risk disclosure statement” means a
statement containing, at minimum. the information required by section 193. subsection 4.

2. Delivery and time of disclosure. The seller of nonresidential real propertv under
this subchapter shall deliver or cause to be delivered a flood risk disclosure statement to
the purchaser no later than the time the purchaser makes an offer to purchase. exchange or
option the property or exercises an option to purchase the property pursuant to a lease with
an option to purchase.

3. Terminate contract. If the seller does not deliver or cause to be delivered a flood
risk disclosure statement to the purchaser before the purchaser makes an offer or exercises
an option in accordance with subsection 2. the purchaser may terminate any resulting real
estate contract or withdraw the offer within 72 hours after receipt of the flood risk
disclosure statement.

4. Withdrawal without penaltv. If the purchaser terminates a real estate contract or
withdraws an offer pursuant to this section. the termination or withdrawal is without
penalty to the purchaser and the seller shall promptly return to the purchaser any deposits
made by the purchaser.

5. Rights waived. Anv rights of the purchaser to terminate a real estate contract
provided by this section are waived conclusively if not exercised prior to settlement or
occupancy. whichever is earlier. by the purchaser in the case of a sale or exchange. or prior
to settlement in the case of a purchase pursuant to a lease with an option to purchase. Any
rights of the purchaser to terminate a real estate contract for reasons other than those set
forth in this section are not affected by this section.

6. Invalidated. A transfer subject to this subchapter is not invalidated solely because
of the failure of any person to comply with this subchapter.
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Maine Floodplain Management Program

)

-

e~ Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

How to use the FEMA NFHL Viewer May 5, 2023

FEMA provides the National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) viewer as an interactive flood map
tool for the whole country. The dynamic map shows the currently effective National Flood
Hazard Layer. The NFHL viewer will enable users to create maps as a FIRMette or full-size

FIRM panel.

1. Go to the FEMA National Flood Hazard Viewer website, https://www.fema.gov/national-

flood-hazard-layer-nfhl.
2. Scroll down past the introduction and click on the NFHL Viewer link.

Map Service Center NFHL ArcGlS Viewer

Access localized National Flood Hazard Or you you may view, download, and print
Layer data by searching FEMA's Map Service current local digital effective flood hazard
Center. data in an ArcGIS map.

FEMA's Map Service Center A M

A new web page will open showing the FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer.
e Click OK to enter the application.

Welcome to the National Flood Hazard Layer
(NFHL) Viewer!

The National Flood Hazard Layer (MFHL) dataset represents the current effective
flood data for the country, where maps have been modemnized. Itisa compilation
of effective Flood Insurance Rate Map {FIRM) databases and Letters of Map
Revision (LOMRs). The NFHL is updated as studies go effective. For more
information, visit FEMA's Map Service Center {MSC).

The dafault base map conforms to FEMA's specification for horizontal accuracy.
This map should be considered the best online resource to use for official National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) purposes when determining locations in ralation

to regulatory flood hazard information. If a different hase map is used with the
NFHL, the accuracy specification may not be met and the resulting map should be
used for general reference only, and not official NFIP purposes. For FEMA's policy
on the use of digital flood hazard data for NFIP purposes see

B Uo not show this splash screen again.

H:\Lunch and Learns\2024 Lunch and Learns\July 29th FLOOD facts\FEMA NFHL Viewer 2023.docx
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3. Enter an address in the search box in the upper left corner of the page, click the search
button. The map will zoom to that location. You can scroll and pan to find your site.
e Close the Print Flood Map option by clicking on the “x”, it can be opened when
needed.

@ FEMA' *l e e Hazard Layer {NFHL) Viewer B T

" S
17 elxins ® 3545t me X|Q= Ne

. e 47 kil a

To pries NFHL FitMene or Full FIRM
1) Click the pin too! and click ofi the map ki place the

pirs,
2) Chowse 10 create 2 punt-see FIRMetle o futsize
FiRM

3) Praxs "Examue” - The process may take up ta §
minute *

Sira®*

FIRMETTE

Fiie Format*

Map layers can be turned on or off for viewing.
e Click on the Layer List icon in the upper right corner of the page. This will show
available data layers.
e Data groups can be expanded by clicking on the arrow to the left of the title.
e Tum layers on or off by checking the box to the left of the layer name.

with Web AppBuilder for ArcGIS

r Layer List
Layers
4 ffective FIRM Panels see

¥ HL 202 i

* v| | fosstal Barrier Resources System Area {US FWS) eee
X

. i
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4. A map can be printed by opening the NFHL Print Tool.
e Click on the Pin/Point icon then click on the map in the desired location.

& FEMA's Natsonai Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) Viewer

17 elkins In, augusta, me

;ﬁ'-_f//

NFHL Print Tool

To print NFHL FIRMette or Full FIRM:

1) Click the pin tool, and click on the map to place the
pin.

2) Choose to create a print-size FIRMette or full-size
FIRM.

3) Press "Execute” - The process may take up to 1
minute.”

Size*

- FIRMETTE

File Format*

e Select the page Size option as FIRMETTE or the Full FIRM panel.
e Scroll down to select the file format as PDF or PNG.

I

o [

pin.
2} Choose 10 create a print-size FIRMette or full-size
FIRM.
3) Press “Execute” - The ess may take up to 1
To print NFHL FIRMette or Full FiRM: | m)in;:‘ il OSSRl Rt R
1) Click the pin tool, and click on the map te place the i
pin.
2) Choose tc create a print-size FIRMette or fuli-size )
FIRM.
3) Press *Execute” - The process may take upto 1
minute.” |

'I Size*

| I ———
| e u : FIRMETTE

File Format*
Size*
FIRMETTE
‘FIRMETTE

PDF
PDF
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5. Scroll down and click the Run button
e Click on the Output File link for the final map.

pin.

2) Choose to create a print-size FIRMette or full-size
FIRM. «
3) Press *Execute” - The process may take up to 1 NFHL Print Tool x
minute.* B
&
QuiputMessage
Size*

= Click the link below to retrieve your NFHL FIRMETTE map
| FIRMETTE

[ in pdf & 1
File Format*

QutputFile

FOF .. A | httprémecfema.goviarcgisfrest/directoriesfarcgisiot
‘ 4736-4d90-a8bc-26264a4056ba.pdf
Help :

e ——

e A new window will open with the map that can be viewed, printed, or saved.

Natlonal Flood Hazard Layer FIRMette & EEMA Legend i 8
B T e i e
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Maine Floodplain Management Program

>

lﬂf?
1 A

L”'\Bg Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

How to use the Maine Flood Mapper May 5, 2023

The Maine Flood Hazard Map is a representation of the flood zones. It does not replace the
official Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). For all regulatory uses the currently effective FIRM
must be used. To get a copy of the official currently effective FIRM go to the FEMA Map
Service Center, FEMA Flood Map Service Center | Welcome!, and make a FIRMETTE.

ALWAYS CONFIRM WITH THE OFFICIAL FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP

1. Go to the Maine Floodplain Management Program home web page.
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/flood/index.shtml
2. Click on the Floodplain Mapping Resources link on the left side of the page.

Maine.gov cexs | Cmiee Temeers | vy | @ Sears Mane 93¢

DEPARTMENT CF Contact Us | Get EA

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Anouu)ﬂl.f Anmwalmun Fuoimst | Geology R! Steotion Fardiung !;P%anqu!m ! liceyr\:siun&“ ati iﬂ.»urcms.& o
DAGE j”jg—gjl[ﬁi,lg & Proorams — Maine Floodplain Managemen: Program

Maine Floodplain Management Program

National Flood Insurance Program - NFIP
The National Fiood Insurance Act of 1968 and the Nationa! Flaod Insurance Program
fut . . A . §

provide flood insurance protection to property owners in flood-prone areas. The NFIP
provides maps, regutations and insurance. The community is responsible for
administering and enforcing the regulations

hiaps ~ Insurance ~ Community

PO

3. Click on the Maine Flood Hazard Map link. The map application will open.

Maine gov ey Gsiee Soovny | o) | @ Scareh Mavs gov

DEPARTMERT OF

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

About BACF | Animats & Planlg Forest | Geology | R mena ing i anenslnn E W Bursaus & Programs
CAGF Home — Bureaus & Piograms — Maine Fioodp'ain b Program — Floodn'al Mapping Resources

Maine Floodplain Management Program

Mapping Resources
Floodplain Maps Online

appl Mstion. This interactive web map contains the following flood hazard layers.
fFHL) This layer contains the most current digital FIRI maps accepted and

Jdew the Raine Fipod |
National Flood Hazard L3
approvily

+ Q3 Flood Haps Th.s is a layer of digitized flood zones from the old, approximate data. It should be used with
confirmation from the official, printed FIRM maps.

H:\Lunch and Learns\2024 Lunch and Learns\July 29th FLOOD facts\Maine Flood Mapper Instructions
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4. Click on the Legend icon in the upper right of the banner. See the map symbols for the
available data:
Q3 data is approximate, with incomplete coverage for the state.
e The National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) is currently effective.
Preliminary maps are subject to change. Preliminary maps move to Pending when the
final map date has been set.
e Pending maps are due to become final within 6 months.

2 Maiow Honsd Huarad Map | =

Maine Hood Zones Q3 Extont

Qitee

Maine Flood Zones Preliminary Maps Extem
Fre ooy Meps_Ercem

Maine Flood Zones Pending Maps Extent
Feaz g titap Bavens

Nationsl Flood Hazued Layers (NFITL)
Rl Ava.abley
(6= din

5. Click on the Layer icon to see the available layers that can be turned on or off by
checking the box.

\",'. Bhabm § howni] b awid Mhage |
- TG / 4 e
: 5 Operstizas) Layers
L]

Mg ¥ ool e GEEvem,

Mir e F o Ty B - Meps Eiert

. Neee <006 ~azed Layri WL
+ e g Townand Sover Bruacias

ETCRVETINN

Mane Ortgiatos N2 F 2018
Brne T wnnoes L P 00Y
o Srophoto KA £ I

B covietters Pacecd38 Mare

e Click on the arrow to the left of a layer name to expand the list of additional data, click
on the box to turn the layer on or off.

H:\Lunch and Learns\2024 Lunch and Learns\July 29th FLOOD facts\Maine Flood Mapper Instructions
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Layer List

Maine Flood Hazard Map

. Maine Flood Hazard Q3 Dats ese TrEr =
17 Elkins Ln, Augusta, Me X | Q
NaWMgna! Flood Hazard Layers - Effective sen
Esri World Geocoder
‘ NFHE Availability oo
17 Meadowlark Ln, Augusta.
: West Virginia. USA
‘2 o 17 \W Meadowiark Ln.
| Augusta. Mentana USA
17 Augusta Ln, Ellkens, West
l Virginia, US4
g ] soe T - .
| ; B ‘7 M 17. Augusta. Maine
g USA
g, 17 Elkins Ave, Augusia,
Maine. USA
» g e
7 iir

6. Enter an address and click on the magnifying glass or hit the return key, the map will

zoom to that location.
7. Use the mouse wheel to zoom in and out or use the zoom buttons in the upper left corner
of the map. Use the mouse to click and drag to pan around the map.

Si
b =
-

ﬁ TR 1 SR

This area has new maps so all the currently effective NFHL data is displayed:

H:\Lunch and Learns\2024 Lunch and Learns\July 29th FLOOD facts\Maine Flood Mapper Instructions
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1. Flood zones are shaded blue for 1% annual chance flood or orange for .2% annual
chance flood.

2. Floodways are diagonal striped.

3. Transects and cross-sections must be turned on from the layer list.

4, LOMA locations and case numbers must be turned on from the layer list to be
identified. The LOMA can be downloaded from the Map Service Center.

5. Map panel numbers and date are displayed.

6. The flood map attribute data can be viewed by clicking on the map.

Flood Zane Info [-9,999 = N/A)} A 6
A |
.
23011C
NP

e i 1149

S5 FD_ARD 23011C_708
cxaTT B 9999.00

-9.999.00 ]

£.92.00

Flood Zones (13: VE

2300%
033

b F30043007 D
45876.E2
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e Multiple layers may visible, use the layer list to turn them on or off.

4 Maine Flood Hazard Map

Larper Lewt

Layers
FlaesToues
E's.aticr Zzatzs 2Fewe

CREAN

>l Wa-eFocehenad Q3 au

B tevers Faidsaaciage

The print options open.

Enter the map name.

The layout page size and the format can be changed.
Then hit Print.

B Msptie: Enter Name Here
l Layou: Ad Landscape
Format: PDF
1. A Crasting pont

®» Clear prints

-y
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e The map is automatically generated. Save or print.

== I

= 3 [T PageView v|[100% || )
——uriireerre }E‘ - — m— . -ZIF} =
l | Alaine Flood Hazard Map Page 10f1 R
=
|
|
|
!
l ‘ :
| |
: !!
i
Caveats

e ALWAYS CONFIRM WITH THE OFFICIAL FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP!
This viewer does not take the place of the official FIRM. Always get the current FIRM.

e Q3 data is approximate and incomplete.

e At the edge of a county, overlapping county labels may cause confusion.

e Call us if there are any problems with the map. Occasionally background map changes
and busy internet traffic will prohibit the proper use of the mapper.

H:\Lunch and Learns\2024 Lunch and Learns\July 29th FLOOD facts\Maine Flood Mapper Instructions
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«= . Maine Floodplain Management Program

a, Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

Navigating the FEMA Map Service Center May 5, 2023

The FEMA Map Service Center provides:

Flood Insurance Rate Maps — FIRM

Flood Insurance Studies — FIS

National Flood Hazard Layer — NFHL GIS database
Preliminary Products

Historic Products
Letters of Map Change — LOMC, LOMA, LOMR

1. Go to the FEMA Map Service Center web site: https://msc.fema.gov/portal
2. Enter an address and click on the search button.

an address, place. or coordinates: @2
o7 SLFEoEtEd X

search Results—Procucts for AUGUSTA, CITY OF ©
Tre Szoo Mg 5703 seeces sres £ om2ar 23011C0517D. efet 2 o 061672011 8

DYNAMIC MAF MAP IMAGE Changes =c this FIRM [ ]

R[e.sCr x
AmEr o eats iz

et i Fe.aigerz~s 0,

§ ] Copm s Amatetie
{7 o tagst baw drabame:
£ umapnes

—A2 ware buer e Blewrron

b e
7o e pus Flana KA Lina S7F)

MAF (LY

ST Avias o4 Moy el P Masgard 7o~
Erieaa L0k

[.).z_' Crns Bomtrere A 1% Srromid Shrenr
BTHER AREAL Arme ri Lnsemsrmves Foond Harsr

3. The page will open a map
e Use the mouse wheel to scroll in or out, or click and drag to pan

H:\Lunch and Learns\2024 Lunch and Learns\July 29th FLOOD facts\Navigating the MSC 2023.docx5/5/2023
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e Click on a different map panel to select a different panel
4. Click on the Dynamic Map icon to view the FIRMette.
e A different view will be displayed based on the type of map published.
e To make a map, follow instructions How to Make a FIRMETTE.
5. Click on “Show all products” to see Effective Products — FIRM, FIS, LOMC, and NFHL Data
e Click on the title to open a list of items to view or download

Search Results for GOULDSBORO,TWN / HANCOCK CO

Click subscribe to receive email aoifications whes, products sre updeled

Effective Products (54} ©
»  FIRMPanels{B) -DLALL

230283V000 06/04/1987 1MB oo

> LOMC(45)
»  NFHLData-State (1)
DataCourity {#f)
Prefiminary Products (419) €
) Pending Produd (#)
L] it onciroducsip)
tloud Rivk Proguds {#l)

6. Preliminary Products include FIRM, FIS, and the GIS database

e Note that the new format is by county, the FIS will be for the whole county
e FIRMs will be by county, note the map panel or use the index

e oA S 7. EEeath) 9ol
Product 1D Ef;'ecﬁve Date Download

Search Results for GOULDSBORO,TWN / HANCOCK CO

Click subscribe to receive emet! nolifications when products are updsted.

- Effective Produds (54) @
Prefiminary Products (419) €
v Prefminary FIRMPanels (416} -DLALL

— »  Prelminary FISReports (2) S:DLAL

~  Preliminary FIRM Database (1}

Issue Dite LS Trownlosd

23009C_PRELIMDE 04/24/2014 11MB oL

L pen ngProdud [t
| HisioricProduds {8}
L oo Rink roduds

H:\Lunch and Learns\2024 Lunch and Learns\July 29th FLOOD facts\Navigating the MSC 2023.docx5/5/2023
2



